
    

 

 
 

AGENDA SUPPLEMENT 
 
Executive 
 
To: Councillors Douglas (Chair), Kilbane, Kent, Lomas, 

Pavlovic, Ravilious, Steels-Walshaw and Webb  
(Vice-Chair) 
 

Date: Tuesday, 7 July 2026 
 

Time: 4.30 pm 
 

Venue: West Offices, Station Rise, York, YO1 6GA 
 

 
The agenda for the above meeting was published on Monday, 29 June 
2026. The attached additional documents are now available for the 
following agenda item: 

 
 
3. Public Participation   (Pages 3 - 8) 
  

Two written representations have been received in relation to 
agenda item 9, Capital Programme Outturn 2025/26 and Revisions 
to the 2026/27 – 2029/30 Programme, and agenda item 10, Bus 
Priority in York City Centre: The Rougier Route. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This agenda supplement was published on Friday, 3 July 
2026 
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Executive meeting on Tuesday, 7 July 2026 

 

Written representation in relation to agenda item 10, Bus Priority in 

York City Centre: The Rougier Route 

 

Dear Executive Members, 

 

On behalf of Streamline Taxis (York) Ltd, we wish to place our formal 

objections on record regarding the proposed Rougier Street Bus Priority 

Scheme. 

 

Streamline was the only representative from York’s taxi trade, both 

Private Hire and Hackney Carriage, to attend the steering group 

meetings.  We raised detailed concerns about the impact on the private 

hire sector, particularly our vital Home to School and SEND transport 

services.  These concerns were reinforced in subsequent meetings and 

through written submissions, including information provided on the likely 

financial implications.  Despite this engagement, the Executive report 

does not appear to reflect the evidence we supplied. 

 

The report concludes that the impact on SEND transport will be limited 

to journey time increases of around one to two minutes based on a 

single route across the city.  We strongly dispute this assessment.  Our 

vehicles transport children from all areas of York using multiple routes 

every day, and the real impact is likely to be considerably greater than 

suggested. 

 

As we plan routes for the new academic year, we will no longer to be 

able to rely on the shortest routes.  Instead, we may be forced to use 

longer routes via the outer ring road and A64 to minimise delays.  This 

will increase contract costs to the Council, and we will provide evidence 

of these additional costs once route planning is complete. 

 

The report also gives special consideration to Hackney Carriages while 

overlooking the role of licensed Private Hire operators.  Streamline 

provides transport for many of York’s major hotels, with numerous daily 

journeys between the city centre and York Station.  Journeys that 
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currently cost around £5 could more than double because of the 

proposed diversions.  This will inevitably generate complaints from 

businesses, visitors and residents alike. 

 

We also reject the suggestion that private hire operators should rely on 

Blue Badge exemptions.  This is impractical, administratively 

burdensome and unworkable for the transport of SEND passengers.  A 

far simpler and fairer solution would be to permit access for licensed 

York Private Hire vehicles, just as provision is proposed for Hackney 

Carriages. 

 

Finally, we are concerned that the proposal unfairly restricts licensed 

Private Hire vehicles from serving businesses and passengers in 

affected areas, creating an unequal system that disadvantages one 

licensed sector over another. 

 

We respectfully ask the Executive to reconsider this proposal, engage 

meaningfully with the licensed private hire trade, and adopt a solution 

that supports public transport without unfairly penalising the essential 

transport services we provide to York’s residents, businesses and 

vulnerable communities. 

 

Many thanks, 

 

Mark Goldsborough 

Director Streamline Taxis (York) Ltd 
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Executive meeting on Tuesday, 7 July 2026 

 

Written representation in relation to agenda item 9, Capital 

Programme Outturn 2025/26 and Revisions to the 2026/27-2029/30 

Programme, and agenda item 10, Bus Priority in York City Centre: 

The Rougier Route 

 

Dear Executive Members, 

 

With regard to agenda item 9 Capital Programme it is no doubt of 

concern to Executive the impact the Station Gateway project is having 

on finances and reputation of City of York Council, paragraphs 131-138. 

 

Leaving aside the dubious necessity for the project in the first place the 

council taxpayers of York are witnessing once again a City of York 

Council project spiralling out of financial control in the most spectacular 

manner with seemingly no accountability from anyone. 

 

With this project a ‘financial black hole’ and now projected to cost in 

excess of £60 million and likely, given the track record of the project 

considerably more is the Executive going to take responsibility and issue 

a public apology for this situation whereby other capital projects and 

notably highway repairs across the city are being put back as more 

taxpayer funds are thrown into this ‘black hole’? and will Executive 

reassure the York taxpayers that the staff equally responsible for this 

situation are also to be held to account? 

 

As a City of York Councillor since 2011 it seems to me that every major 

project City of York Council has been involved in to the present day has 

involved significant cost overruns and increased borrowings contributing 

in no small way to the financial difficulties this Council clearly has in 

maintaining the city and residential areas to an acceptable standard, 

much of the City of York Council public realm is a disgrace and getting 

worse year on year. 
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It will be interesting to see how the Station Gateway project concludes 

and whether or not anyone accepts responsibility or simply hopes the 

next administration is left with the financial implications. 

 

In terms of Agenda item 10 it is important to again stress ‘the next 

administration’ because the next local elections in York are due in May of 

next year and yet the high profile Rougier Street scheme is set to 

commence in January 2027 again leaving the next administration 

saddled with a £2.2million cost burden for a scheme likely to be 

unpopular and one in which chaos will reign very much like the last 

Labour Council Lendal Bridge scheme. 

 

This proposal will add to other road closures and congestion causing 

traffic light phasing across York and simply displace traffic onto other 

routes, a classroom of children could work out the effects of this 

madness and yet we now see City of York Council pressing ahead with 

this, it’s crazy. 

 

In paragraph 33 the petition I presented at Full Council in March is briefly 

mentioned but not addressed, why shouldn’t York residents and council 

taxpayers expect open access to the streets they rightly expect to use 

most especially a key city centre route leading to York Station (assuming 

of course the Station Gateway works ever finish and the station is fully 

accessible again) ………I suspect many of those signing the petition 

know that this is just another stepping stone on the Council’s path to 

introduce even more restrictive traffic schemes for the city centre, putting 

the city effectively out of bounds for many residents. 

 

I also note with interest the concerns of the York Taxi trade and given 

how ‘battered and bruised’ the York Taxi trade are after the last decade 

of the Council’s surrender of the city to Uber I see this scheme as the 

end for many York drivers. 

 

If those promoting this are so confident as to the case they can make for 

this scheme then let them make the case to the electorate at the May 

2027 Local elections and vote for Option 4 and postpone any decision 

on this scheme until after the elections. 

Page 6



 

Regards, 

 

Councillor Mark Warters 
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